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diftio^e defcripfiaius. Ilk mmk Decembri ab Auftra'^ 
libuscseli p-iriibusper aflri LeporiSj Orionis & Tauri 
ubi Eclipiicam ftcuii cum indinaitooe graduum ^6, &: 
per Perfeom id Calll^">peam pcrveoir, ubi videri defiit 
menfe Janaario, mm i6§p Hie videri ciEpk loitio 
Meofis Septembris ioeEdcni Cafliopeie parte iibi ille vi- 
deri defierar, iodeqiie pergeos per humeros & brachia 
Cepliei, ubi ■ latitudincrii niaiioiam ab Eclipiica habuif: 
graduum 76. iraoliit inter Dracooem & Cygriuni^^ per 
pellem Leonis in Hercule. per Ophiocuiii aic|ue adCon^^ 
fteJJationem fcorpiii quaoi tenebat io iiltioiis obftrvati* 
onibus a die %^ ad % 8 Septerobris habicis, Ei his autcm 
obfervatidnib^us collegimns cometaoi biioc Pcrigeumob' 
tinuifle die 7 Sepiembris vcfptieciiiii maiiomivc-Iocitato 
apparenci graduum fere decern unius dici fpatio. 



IV. Fmt of a Letter from PnCay t§ l>r.Lifter^ 
emeermng the Veftmes §f the Oftracitesi 
with a Kemar^^f the D§Bor's o» it. 

IHave been waitiog.a coofiderable timefor aTurther 
aod fuller Accouoi of ihe Virtues of the Ojimcites-^ 
from Dr. M^me of Barmid^ from whom I had the firft 
Accouotof its beiog fo extraordinary a Medicine io the 
Miphrifis^ boi: as yet have not got all the Satisfa£liori 
that I would have jn the matter. How^e^er,' left yon 
Ihould think I forget to make a Return to your laft obli- 
ging Letter, I rather choofe to fend you the following 
Account, imperfect as it is, than ■ make you wait any 
longer for a better. 
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C 8^ ) 
Dr. Mom ^ in a LttUttomQm Movemherh(k^ fells 
me; ' That be never us'd thb Medtciiie to any that he 
'knew to be troubled with aGonfircft^'d flone Cbeing 

* perfwaded that no Medicine can break a large ftone) 
< but only to fuch as were afflided with Gravel or fmall 
' Stones I that fomeof his Patients were cured without 
^ evacuating any gravel or Stones at all, that others eva- 

* cuated both: That it never docs its Work fuddenlyj 
' (being not remarkably Diuretick) but that it ratter 
^ diflblved the little Stones than forced 'em. That none 

* that he ever gave this M^icine tor,however grievoufly 

* and frequently afflided before, have ever been troubled 

* with Nephritick pains finccjThat his manner of giving 

* it,is in firiepDuder mixed with about a third partof/^r^j 
^ Chamcmel : Dofe from half a Dram to one Dram in 
^ White-wine. That the greateft Dofe is often apt to 
^ offend and nauftate the Stomach ; That he once gave 
^ it alone with a weak infufion of Chamomil Flow- 
^ ers, in White- wine after it, but that this did not fo 

* well. 

Thus far he. t can fay but little yet of my own 
Knowledge of this Medicine, having had it but a fliort 
while, and notus'd it yet to any but one Gentlewoman, 
whole frequent and violent Fits of the Gravel, made her 
lead aLifeuneafy enough. I gave her this Medicine 
not mixed mthflorts Cham&mel (for at that time I was 
unacquainted with Dr.Homes manner of giving it) but 
with poudered Semina Saxifrag. I cannot fay, that (incQ 
foe uftd this Medicine ihe never had any Returns of her 
pains^, but Hie neither has them (b viofent, nor fb fre- 
quently ; and whenever (he is threatned with them, flic 
moil certainly finds eafe by that time {be has taken three 
Oofes of her Powder.: And (he has fince the ufe of 
ibis Medicine voided a great many fcnalS Stones: But 
■lie reafoo perhaps why fte is ftill threatned with the 

'Returo 
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Return of her Nephritick Pains, is, that iia has oevcr 
folJow'd her Medicine throughly, but upon the third 
DoTe^ finding fach certain Eaie, ihe gives it over, till a 
new Fit forces her to ufe it agaio. But however, this ha- 
ving done fo much more for her already , thao any 
thing iie ei/er met with before, flie is ih pleas'd with it, 
tod tpcaks fuch great things of it, that I believe fhe will 
foon fyroilli me with opportunities eooiigh of giving it 
a fair and full Tryal ; and when I know more of ir^ 
you may ciped: to hear further. In the mean time it 
may not perhaps be amiCs for you to be ufing it your 
Mi; and I dare promife you, that you'll find fome- 
what in it, that will make you fet a Yaliie upoci 
it 

I take this Shell to be that which you call Q^raciies 
maximm rag^fm & a/per ; and which you have wutb 
the utmofl exad'oefs delcribed. It burns to a Lime as 
other Shells do, and as tlmSeknites (tho' weakly) does. 
It yields no Volatil Salt^ tho' I try'd it in a naked Fire i 
nor does common Oyfier-fhells, frefli taken and ufed, 
afford above half a Scruple of a Liquor fomewhat mo- 
derately Urinous, from four Ounces of Shells. And it 
may be, if they were long dryed and expofed to the 
Weather, they w'ould ioole even that, and yield no 
more Volatil Salt than the Ofiracites. I confefs I was 
(bniewhat furprized at this matter ; fince there are who 
lay , that even the other Shells, that are commonly 
calfd perrify'd, yield a Volatil Salt : and I had my (^qM 
from the Shells of Cruilaceous Fifhes, (particularly of 
Lobilers) had a Volatil Salt and fetid Oyl in no incon- 
ilderable quantity , even in a Sand Furnace, Butthefe 
fort of Shells differ from other Shells (as you have ex- 
zd[\y obferved) in this too, Quod in his umh ad card}- 
nem kviter rojiratus eji^ qui tamen in Ofirels paulhm all- 
ter 0. They differ too in their fpeclfick Gravity 3 
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thefe bebg more ponderous then common Oyfter-fliells^ 
and fomewhat near the fpecifick Gravity of thtSeknites. 
But indeed they differ one from another in Gravity, as 
welUsfrom other Shells, as they partake more or lefs 
of a Tophaceous Subftance that coats many of *em 
on the infide ^ and which perhaps may be fomewhat 
akin to the Selemtes. And whether they may not have 
many other very different qualifications one from ano- 
ther, according to the feveral different Beds they are 
found in, I think there may be (bme reafon to doubt, 
I have obferved fome fuch differences among the Cdtnua 
Ammonh ^ having had one or two fma:llones fi^oin our 
Coal pits here, that had a confiderable mixture of the 
Pyrftes j whereas thefe that are found about Whitly^ ap. 
proadb , I think, more to the nature of the Alum- 
itone J and perhaps the Cornua Ammmhoi the Ancients 
were found in Beds Of fomewhat yet more valuable j 
{mttfliHy (ays they were of a Golden Colour, and were 
re.ckoned,i^/^r SacratiJJimas ,/Ethiopm gemma s. I know 
Jgricoh, {De ortuW cmfisSukerraneorHm, lib.iv.] ac- 
counts for this Golden Colour after another manner : 
Cornm Ammmh inquit fmco aluminis infe^a aurei color is 
fimt. And! am ready enough to think,that there k fome 
truth not only in this Obfervatiort.but m what he imme- 
dianely zMsJdem tnquk & aim pihfdam lapldihm acci- 
Jit. For I cannot but attribute the extraordinary appea- 
rance of Colours in the feacochtailCoal^to'mWmg 
infeded with th^ Smcm Akminis^ having feen fome pie- 
ces of this prettf fort of Coal, fhoot into true and ge- 
nuine Alum. Yet I cannot take this to be all the rea- 
fon of the Golden Colour of the Corma Ammonis of the 
Antients, fince f think, if this had been all, they had 
never been numbred, or deferved a place among their 
Gems^ 

But 
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But be thit matter as it will, I think its tloie to put 
an end to a Letter, that's already grown much longer 
then was defign'd ,• I lliail therefore add no more con* 
cerning thele Shells, being unwilling to burn my Fin- 
gers with that intricate and perplext queftion, What they 
are > All that I (hall fay of this matter fhall be only 
this ; If they be real Shells, their being found in fuch 
different parts of the World, and at fuch great diftance 
from any Sea, may ferve for a fair and convincing Ar- 
gument of theUniverfality of the Deluge. And it they 
be not Shells , but only ftones form'd by (what Tome 
People call) Fanciful and fporting Nature, we may at 
leaft conclude thus much from it, That fince even thefe 
Lufm iJatura, thefe Freaks , and random ftrokes of Na- 
ture, have not only a Beauty, but a real ufe, that no- 
thing in Nature is made in vain : And that many other 
Foffils that we now contemn as toys and trifles, fit on* 
ly for furnilhing oiit a Mufmm^ may have other remar- 
kable Virtues, that may in time bring even them to be 
taken notice of, and vaiu'd. as well as the long negleded 
and defpis'd Ofiracites. 

The Do£i:ors Remark. 

N. B. The Golden Colour is from its heittg a Pyrites, 
that is Ironflone. Again, All the Gonchit^ ^»</, 
hut more particularly the Belemnitje & lapides Ju* 
daici, were known to the Antients forSpecificksin 

Gravel. 
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4* Delude iiite-'didl'iErtforx ftighaot fluKum Cangui- 
fiis applicacse. cuicuoqiie vairieri. Ex cwm anno ptxrn^ 
f iro, 1.692. ■ daretuT bibl fefiiiri^ laboranti profluvio Can* 
■giiiDis ditttorno evafii incolomis. 

5. Fugat kbms, nam me pfc^fente eodem anno datum 
fiik cuidam iofantiik kboraotiintenfiffimafebreut bibe* 
lei & illico aufugk fcbris. 

6. ■Ju¥atParient€s-fkmi{iis-ad hoc ut facilius, drfelki- 
us-creaiiiram eipellarit; 

7. Venio tandem ad quoddianam experientiam : Mire 
proficii: pro quacumpe repletione & cruditaie Stomf • 
clii & contra profick' prodjfinteria^ fkqaenii dejkkn- 
di cupklkate tciiipcraiixli, 

De mode ^pplkandi Medkimm Jupradi^am. 
I^ividat ^uifqtie granum in tres partes ad modum iJli« 

lis cjaod divifum rmrro, & cum feoferk neceflitatemjini- 
oiiltai: in os per quadraiitem horse, vel per dimidium, & 
degfuriat fali^as qiix deilillaverint, acpoftea bibatqua- 
fi duas aus: tres uncias aqu^ frigid^ & videbk effe- 
d:um. 

Alker qtiiEratiir fragnieiiiiiin durirrmiiim teflaceonij 
aii£ quid fiiiiile illi quod niitto, ac in parte concava pona« 
tur parum aqu;^ frigid^, & ibi refrlcetur fru<5tus (ficui 
iodicat illud quod iiitto) & aqua ilia pooatur in ¥a- 
fcula cum rafaris, & iterum ter aut quater fiat fimiliter 
yfquedum habeas diias uncias illius confeftionis & loti- 
oois fragment! teftacei acgrani frutkis^ac poflea revolva- 
tur & bibat patieos. 

Item di?ifum granum infrufta fi frigatur cum-oko 
(pr^cipueOlivarum) & Oleum illud bibatur aut pJagis ^ 
tpplicetur, aut membra fpaOiiC) kborantit cum m un- 
gantufj eft Medkintfe ut fupri» 

lim Expmmint§ Cmnprmta, 

F,Joiiii€S i f#. 
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